BY SARA CURETON

A group of strangers that came together
to better themselves has vowed to change
their entire community. Known as LV80,
a leadership class of Choice Center
Worldwide, set a goal to raise $250,000
in two weeks for the Through the Eyes of
a Child Foundation, a fund that supports
former Child Haven residents as part of
their course requirements.

“It’s not a very big charity so [ wanted to
bring it to light so the community would
want to get more involved,” said Erica
Knudsen, who suggested the project to
her LV80 teammates.

In addition to the fundraising, group
members signed on to remodel a cottage
at the Child Haven site. Local Home
Depot and Ace Hardware stores donated
materials to aid the facility’s restoration.
With roughly 18 Las Vegans from a
number of professional backgrounds,
committees were assigned  within
the project to get the most out of the
volunteers in the small time frame.

“We have someone working on all
aspects of the project at all times,” said Kira
Kader, another LV80 volunteer.
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Robyn Williams said giving back as
individuals and in a group uses a “declare
and deliver method;” in which each group
sets a goal of minimum goods and services
for a local nonprofit,

“Each program we offer is threaded
with community service,” she said. “One
hundred percent of funds and goods
raised go to the project”’

In 2007, Choice Center teams aided
such groups as the Nevada Association
of Latin Americans, the Boys & Girls Club
of Las Vegas and the Nevada Childhood
Cancer Foundation.

“A lot of it is just working to create new
partnerships within the community
Choice Center Chief Operating Officer
Corrine Clement said.

The groups motivation has led to a
YouTubevideopitchtoattractthe attention
of Oprah Winfrey, who hosts “Oprah’s Big
Give;” a prime-time television program
involving charity-driven competition.

“We really wanted this to be huge and let
everyone else know how important it was
to us,” Knudsen said of the Web video.

To assist, visit www.lv80united.com.

scureton@lobusinesspress.com | 387-5273

| DONATIONS

Along with food and beverage
partner Levy Restaurants, Las Vegas
Motor Speedway officials donated
more than o ton of unused food from
NASCAR weekend this month to Three
Square Food Bank in North Las Vegas.

Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine
Bar sponsored a March 9 event at its
restaurant and Badlands Golf Course
to raise money for the REBELution
scholarship fund, created by University
Of Nevada, Las Vegas Alumni to
benefit deserving students at UNLV.

Community One Federal Credit
Union employees concluded their
annual United Way of Southern
Nevada compaign by donating more
than $5,600 to the charity.

The Achievement Academy, a
nonprofit school being planned for
elementory students with Asperger’s
syndrome, high-functioning autism,
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
and refated learning disobilities,

The College of Southern Nevada
Foundation will recognize seven
community leaders ot its annual
Legacy of Achievement Gala on April
26 at Caesars Polace. Recipients, who
will have an endowed scholarship
at CSN in each of their nomes, are
selected based on the overall and
lasting impact of their contributions
locally, statewide and nationally.

Legacy honorees include; KLAS-
TV, Channel 8 anchorwoman Paula
Francis; civil vights activist Jomes
McMillan, (posthumous) and Marie
McMillan, an aviation instructor
and international flight-speed
recordholder; Julie Foley Murray,
CEO of Three Square; Nevada Cancer
Institute; former Nevada Power
Co. President Donald "Pat” Shalmy
and CSN Professor Larry Tomlinson
(posthumous).

UNLV men’s head basketball coach
Lon Kruger is hosting several of
the nation’s top basketball coaches
and sports fans from all across the
country for the first-ever Coaches
versus Cancer Las Vegas Golf Classic,
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Any questions should be forwarded to Editor Matt Ward, 387-5298, or mward@lvh



